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Summary

Web 2.0 technologies, which foster communicative
collaboration, social networking and online
community building, are ideal tools for connecting
the local and the global through the medium of
language. There are numerous ways language
educators can use these tools to improve their
students’ learning experiences as well as increasing
their own contact with the languages they teach.

This paper examines four typical web 2.0 tools,
asking how the capacity of each to connect the
local and the global may be exploited in language
teaching and learning. Students can read blogs
from around the world, interacting with their authors
through inbuilt feedback features. Learners can
also become bloggers themselves, developing
language and multiliteracy  skills  as  they
communicate their local knowledge and personal
views to an infernafional audience. Wikis offer
students the chance to develop information literacy
skills alongside more general reading skills, as they
learn to critically evaluate the material they find
online. Learners can also take an active role,
contributing fo sites such as Simple English Wikipedia,
or collaborating with peers — in the local areq, in the
region, or around the world - in the building of their
own wiki projects. RSS can bring international news
into local seftings as well as distributing local news internationally, with students
selecting and reframing feeds and content. The iTunes aggregator allows easy
access to a host of language learning podcasts, while more adventurous learners
can hone their speaking skills in the process of creatfing their own podcasts. Virtual
worlds, on the borderline between web 2.0 and web 3.0, provide some of the richest
opportunities for exploring local and global cultures, entering immersive target
language environments, and inferacting with peers on a variety of levels.

Thus, web 2.0 tools offer many benefits for language learning. At the same time, they
highlight to learners the importance of language and literacy in the identity-building
and networking practices of today’s citizens, who increasingly have both local and
global aoffiliations.
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